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3 O'CLOCK EDITIO

§ KILL, THEN ROB I

MURDER RALPH G. -
ESMOND FOR FEW
DOLLARS IN PURSE

Killers, as ruthless as they are vicious, ard

| abroad in the county.
Duscovery of the mu

INQUEST REVEALS
SMOND WAS SLAIN
D NOT A SUCIDE:

( I

| CORONER'S JURY ON STRENGTH
OF AUTOPSY EVIDENCE GIVEN
BY DR. BURROWS ASCRIBES VIC-
TIM'S DEATH TO MURDER.

La Salle, Dec. 15.—(Speclal)—
Wﬁwu murdered. |
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on thc concrctc }ughway
Dimmick WML,
Blnlri.y nl.m. n- borme home: te
ofMcialdom, the certsainity that these
wolves in human form have infested
. urruory heretofore -thought ‘im.
their brutality and fleadish

ness.
Mr. Esmond was shot dowt fa &old
blood (or th- tav dollu- he carried

lot, with jts

meuqo or mxodr, ;nod ‘thra Its
victim's heart and left what had Se¢n
the lUving animated man of- & -few
seconds befors a dead and ' lifciesa
thing sprawled  out on (he concrets
for passers - by to discover. The
[ wolves. Ilke thelr fourlegged eodnt
| arparts, sped from the scene to savs
their necks from the well ) known
|crackiog that comes with the hange
man’s jerk of the death trap rope. .

The shooting, as evidenced by the
finding of Mr. Esmond’s Itfeléss rro-
mains, oocurred at about $:15 o'dock,
in the midst of an attempt om'the vice

part to_repalr somae Llire troubls
to his sutomoblle. The left . front
wheel was on jacks, and the tire wdl
nearby.

It was apparent that Eamand, -o-
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caught with the weapon fm -thels
possession and cast {t from them.
The poaition of the bullet hole In-
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was bultoned when the shots wom
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w of found on the ruaning board of ¥a-

mond's car, from which the officers
have been able to secure an excellent
reproduction This could not have
been made by Esmond’'s finger, as he
wore his gloves all the time.
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have heen uverlooked hy the murderer
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DECEMBER 26,

) KILLER:

PERU POLIGE

3 O’CLOCK EDITION.
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| Peru, Dec, 26, — (Special.) — Walter F.
| Lopatka, aged 21, of Peru, was placed unde

arrest today for an investigation in connection wi

—t

the Esmond murder
casa. 18 was the first
formal arrest- that has

been made in the case.
Lopatka is alleged to have pu.'ed
& remark to a friend yesterday that
he “kmew who killed Esmond. The
friend became alarmed and reported
the alleged occurrence to th police. °
The _officers started to‘ round
Lopatka up, as soon as they learned
be was accused of having made such
, & statement. They located him at 2
A M. this merning. At that time he
'Is said to have had his suit case, and
‘w have been preparing to leave town.
! Popatka was turned over to Sheriff
E. J. Welter for further Investigation
‘lc ay. He denled to the Peru polige
'hlvln( made such a remark after
having been taken in custody,
{ Officlals Work Tirclessly.
i Throughout the Christmas holiday
season, the La Salle county officials
worked unceasingly on the Esmond
:\::?ler cuchwlb(houl reaching any
on to the bafrl
il filing | sltuation up
Following a prolonged questioning
on Saturday and Saturday night, Er
nest Ashley, one of the men whn
found the body, and hiy alleged cop-
mon Ia wwife, Mrs. Alice Ashley,
were placed under arrest and locked
in the county jatl on a c rge of IiN-
:;‘ [T open( -:ulur’. Warrants - tbr
o arrest of the two were ned b
‘Sherifft E.-J. Wélter., -, 5 Y
In spita‘at the vehemeat d ot

Mmmm

!qnond

“- spread ;thruout the county late
Baturday and ML proportioas
over Sunday and onday. OfMfcials
branded these rumors as unfounded
on every hand, but were unable to
keep them from spreading llke wild
fire thruout the county.
Sticks To Story.

This morning they stated that in
spite of frequent questionings which
occurred both before and after Ash-
ley as taken to the county jail, he
had not varied {n his testimony given
at the coroner's inquest, nor had he
made any statements that would
throw wuny additional lght on Lhe
bafMing affalr.

Ashley's mother from Peorla visit-
ed him on Friday. She left Ottawa
on the 2:20 A. M. traln for home on
Saturday morniog. The officlals
lquestioned her, and It Is said, extract-
d information which led them to be-
feve that Ashley and Mrs. Alice Ash-
ley were living together without
benefit of clergy.

Woman Questioned.

Early Satarday afternoon Mrs. Ash-
loy was called into the Btate's Attor-
neys office for a questioning. The in-
vestigation was :donducted behind

rs. It (s alleged thut she

o tho, authorities whitle la
Attorneys office that she
Ashley had never becen

united in lawful wedlock, and that

sl was just his common Jaw wife.
Sho was taken In charge on a war-
rant secured by Sheriff Welter for
(his ullaged offense, and was glvyn
a cell at the county jail. Ashley was
then summoned to the State’'s Attoor-
ney omce. He too Is alleged to have
admitted to the authoritics that he

was not murried.

A further check was then made on
he story of the murder, uy told by
shiley, but it {8 claimed no addition-

L1 likht wus shed on the matter.
Ho was placed In Jall late Satur-
ay night, wherv he was held until
ay ulun arrungements  were
fvine hoth him and 3rs

& thé n. un«'bt the couple with the "

)"‘J/
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DEAD MAH’S"

A radical change came in the quest today for
| some'solution .of the tragic death on Dimmick"hill
of Ralph'Esmopd ¢ scenes were radically
= ess— shifted ! from the possi-
bﬂmcs of murder to the
'probabilities of  suicide

following umcovering of twe “impert
ant facts In connection with the bat.
Vllng mystary.

It has almost been definitely oetab.
lIlhod that’ the bullet ,which ' killed
Famond was fired from his own yun.
Btate’s Attormey Kelly and Bhertf E.
J. Weitar-today revesled the seasa-
tional turn taken by the fnvestiga-
tlon today.

First they made Ymown that !h&y
had traced the revoiver, fousd rlﬂu
twenty-five ‘feat from My.

Y, to the basement of the- buldln(

ere ho lived at the time he wax
llllod and second, that Mr. Ks-
mond’s watch, which was at first bLe-
liaved (0 had -been stolem by’ bandits,
was found Ofty feet from where hls’
dead body lay. oo

ob. | Faots Kept From Public.
|* The authorities have been i1n pus-
7+ sesslon of those focte for = severnl .
€® days. they stated today, but have're
- fused ,!9 make then public before
2Y © No mru:or {oformation was llyd .
& mbout ‘the gun_otbar than thel je
b stored in the basemcat of the ﬂooncn
® Bulldlug where Mr. Ermbnd. mod hix
** with resided for the past ('u yoars
[ ! on the second floor '
d' The revolver wus in the h‘ocutnl i
there .several nortbe uo/ ey
€ An creminatioy of-

° 'l(ch 'lodly, showed lul Twadl

-

laing thy an al

hrohc‘ thotigh; it
‘hqchuﬂ'nul w

ths um. Tha Mur )mm! wos-slopped + >
hortly. lﬂﬂr 1% rchock. . '.. £

i The wateh \u (aun:f fny vet,

n |from thé bodds on'the south- sidé of
the corxcrety highiwny The rgfolver
wan found twenty-fve faet Nedfer Mr.
Exmond, and south of the concrete

Stage Well It Sulcide. .

In cans Eamond's death was.due to
rulcide the wtage nollimg was ofte of
‘the best wnd most baffing imagigable,

., While pruvious caxes have been re<-
orded of men walking some distapce
" with & hole thru their heart, (t was
" Inot generully belleved that it coald
ave been posnsihlo for a inan o shoot
{himnalf thru the heart, agd thea throw
'a xun u dlstance of tawenty five feot
| Dru. Burrows and P’are, at an au
topsy performuod after the body was re
moved to the undegtaking rvows, de
- clured that |t would” have been (m
@ pOssible for Mr. Esmound to  have
h- killed himself

Before this verdict was given by
- the physicians, some of t(he ofMclals
had oxpressed the apinion thet the
death w due to suicide. All theory
. of uelf destruction was thea abamdon-
ed, and the murder motive hax bheen
. untiringly worked on ever glace,

The disclosure of thuse faeld gave |
rise to the theory that poaaibly Es
mond wss not the victim of robbery
or of foul play, ax haw generally been
supposcd up to the present time. Tha
coruorer's jury, after thoroughly to
vestigating the death, returned s ver-
dict of murder

Watch In Running Condition.

Fxmond’'s watch was In good rum-
ning order on Friday At that time
he had xbout §16.00 in his pocket, so -
fur us the authorities have been able <
to determine.  Among his papors near /
hin dead body wus found a lone $1 bill. ~*
| Tho watch was found at the aide of
the highway How it could be toased ~
with much force (hut the face could

|
[ road
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TESTATE OF: MURDER)

NICTIM 1S FILED
TODAY FOR PROBATE

S ot ot

HEIRS OR RALPH ESMOND, WHO!
MET TRAGIC "DEATH ON DIM-«
MICK HILL START COURT PRO-:

i
|

i

i_ CEEDINGS TO SETTLE UP DEAD
l' MAN'S AFFAIRS.
'
'
|

- —

mond of La Salle, who 0O
1o coember 16, was found .-
" the top of Dimmick i, with & ;
D let wonnd through the heart. was til vcl.
“for probate today.,  Mr. Esmoad’s s ’
‘tate !l will o 1o kis widow. \lr\«
Cuberine FEsmond, by the terms of his,
Cwiall :
PO pectitign wliichh was filed with the ,3
witil, stafefel that ke left real estdes 3
in La Salle and Multon counties val- !
el 2t SISm0 and a sabary (roae tie
CChicago Motor Clab and notes worthil
P12 sy, making his total holdings ol
the tinge of his death worih 161 |
The will was drawn October 2,1 H
and wias witnessed by O M Bvll\un
and George W, Hasselman, hoth uf‘.
At Nalte. The widow s named as,
benecntriv,  Mr Esmond’s mother, Mrsé
' Florence Esmond, and  his brothers. e
Vi ht and Harold Fsmond, tiled an!.
LN consenting tooan immedisg g
o e .Iriu" )
|\llu"hl\ c.oa!h ‘.ux\ul Gl u(fi
v COR chutwl in la Salle cmml\
M was found Iving dead in front ot
Pl~ conlpee. A reevalier was found close i
i, by which liee haael Leeeen hot *
1t wix suppeesed that he had bLeen.
rul.h..a! aned mardesod The \-.ll-?l,"
seontiniacd {or a soenth, and then hadt
evi Whe 11 the revasdeaer by whiach biee wis
sto? WS (Faced to the baem: a; of
. hoane, atd liis watc i, whichh wos
s~ N, antd wies thought o lieve
Yoy Take i by (hee 7 0ve e v Londdiod ol
\f

En-.ulw
YAt Lev I B Dalone has e e ol
DIU"'I tav T Myee <3 Ted ~et e

S Gie e~tate
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